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Barbarians have apparent reasons for thus reproach-
ing us,—inasmuch as the scourges which humble
the proud precede us or accompany us [133] wherever
we go, as they have preceded and accompanied those
who have gone before us in the publication of the
Gospel; but, in token of the soundness of the adorable
truths which it contains, the result is that finally
these peoples will not fail to yield themselves to Jesus
Christ; although he comes to them only with scourges
in his hands.

One must not forget the young Frenchman who
was slain with the Father. That good youth, called
Jean de la Lande,—a native of the City of Dieppe,
as has been said above, — seeing the dangers in which
he was involving himself in so perilous a journey,
protested at his departure that the desire of serving
God was leading him into a country where he surely
expected to meet death. This frame of mind has
enabled him to pass into a life which no longer fears
either the rage of those Barbarians, or the fury of
the Demons, or the pangs of death.

We have been told that the Hiroquois, intending
to burn any prisoner, ask him if he prays,—that is
to say, whether he is baptized. If he answer that he
has received this divine Sacrament, they lose hope
of making him groan in his torments,— persuading
themselves [134] that the Faith gives constancy to a
soul. It is further said that they have seen issuing
from the lips of a Christian, whom they were burning,
a strange brightness which has terrified them; so,
indeed, they have knowledge of our doctrine, but
they regard it with horror, as of old did the Pagans
in the early age of Christianity. Let us say a few
words about the virtues of our Martyr.


